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.1~ -Charles Tung arrived at the Red Chinese
embassy in Busumbura, capital of Burundi,

. Africa, at noon on May 25 to serve as a cul-

toral attache, He was tense, frightened, but

determineds, E
S ¥AN I eould think of,” he confided during a

viglt “here, “was how. could I pget out slone and

whero could I go.” _

Tuny, now 24, son of a ‘watchmaker, became
| dislllusioned in the workers’ paradise at 17 and is
tone of the few who ran, It isn’t easy. )

Y %Once out of China you cannot go- anywhers

Pexcept with another person,” he sald, “even in &

Veountry .considered friendly like Burundi. In an

teafriendly country like Russia you go out in groups

el four, The ambassador walking with his wife is

Jviways accompanied by the chauffeur, a member

w-the Reseavch Office, the espionage arm in Chi~

3-ape embassies., - N .

ifscorted by Party Member

i Tung came to Burundj with the third secvetary
[0 the embassy who had studied Russiar for yearvs
i

3

Trub couldn’s speak a word of it, but he go% the
+3ob beeause he was a party member,{ They shar,e.(_i

: a room together.

-+ “He wasn't there when I awoke at 7 the noxt
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3"' Charles 'Tung—His note of freedom,

fmoerning,” Tung sald. “1 slipped into my slippers,
¢ a shirt and trousers, [ forgot to put underwear on.
(But I did take the only money [ had, & G-pound

- When he reached the lobby he ran right into the
i third secrcetary. There was only one thing to do:
' Ha stopped-to chat with him. Tung noticed the em-
¢hassy chauffeur near his car outside, walked out,
i talked to him innocently about tho natives, taxis
rand the location of the other embassies. The chauf-
four said it wiis time for breakfast. ~ . ©

“We went 'in again,” Tung said. “The whols,
“stall ‘was engrossed in conversation. I ate quickly
and sauntered out, as if returning to my room.
When I walked into the street and jumped into a
“taxi, my throat was so tight I couldn't breathe. I
itold the dviver to go to the Amnierican embassy.”
i, Tt was exactly 20 hours and §0 minutes since
Yo aveived in Burundi, - .
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the 5-pound note, I blurtcd out: ‘I want to dck-ct.;
1 have no cab fave.” . !

Yhe Greek paid the driver, ushered Tung into |
the charge d'affaires, who looked at-tha defector:
and said: “Many try and many arve fakes.” :

Tung answered guictly: “I am risking my life.”:

The embassy phoned the Burundi foreign min-
ister to say that Tung had delected, The Kud Chi-:
nese immediately screamed that he was kidnaped, '

“It was awkward for the ‘Awmarvicang,” Tung
said, “They couldn't met me a safa conduct vt of
Burundi. I'had to wait.” - '
He Gets Impatient . \ W

The quibbling went on until July 20« (g that
day an impatient Tung just walked out of the [0
embassy-~64 days after he dofected. '

“All T-can tell you is that sympathetic & {ricans
helped me to the border and through other coun-
tries and I made my way to Ronie,” he anii. “To
tell you raore -would jeopardize the way Zor eihers
who want to flec.” ] : : '

The American embassy in Rome sent Iim to
Washington quickly., His first) impressions here
astounded him. o

“People criticizing the President,” ha said, “And

“

- rmanual workers who we were told were on a have

subsistence level, better paid than office wotrkars,
Rural areas with electricity and "trucks and cars,
just like in cities.” .

He was equally astonished at Arerlean (SRS

"bilities: A state department official rebuilding a:

cellar into & playroom, a college- teacher waushing
his own ear, an administrator fixing a brokan teles
rhone: And he was -disturbed by .our funibles an
vur flaws; -

“But the difference is. that hero you admit.
them and try to correct them,” Tung said. “Oh, ifs
there was a way for Americens to let the Chinese
mainlanders know what the I'ree World is lilg theip
leaders 'would .quickly lose their beliigerence mnd
arrogance. They have the bomb, yes, but that ouly.
means the Chinese peopls will eat less and suf-
fer more.” :
Haopes to Teach Math o T ;

While he studies Iinglish he {3 under the’ wing
of the State Department, whith has questioned him,’
clogely and often. Ie is.a I'vench language ex-
pert but hopes to tecach math in an Americhn col-
lege one day. And he still holds on to his 5-pound
notc as an emblem of his new freedoni. Lo

From childhood he was told -that any Amepican
is automatically an’ enemy- of any Chinese. -*{ have:
yeb to find an enemy heve,” he said, .~ -

He lives alone and peoples his new world with
new ideas and new-faces, ' ‘ )

© “Anyone whose mind was never in chaing ¢an
not know the joy of ‘freedom,” Tung said,  “Bui
I go anywhere alone. ‘But yet X take no unueces.
sary . chances, “Communist vengeanco ~has. &
fong arm.”. ., !
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i MThe fivst one 1 met at the U.S. embass&ﬁwas"
& Singpreved, FomRededse. 2065/ 10t
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